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Unit adapted from EngageNY at https://www.engageny.org/resource/grade-8-ela-module-2a 

 

To Kill a Mockingbird Argument Essay 

English Common Core Standards 

W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 

reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 

create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 

evidence.  

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the 

strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and 

concerns.  

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 

clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between 

claim(s) and counterclaims.  

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 

W4.  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W5.  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

W9.  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Learning Targets 

• Students will analyze how an author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evident or 

viewpoints. 

• Students will write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.   

• Students will identify the argument and specific claims in a text.   

• Students will craft the claim of their argument essay based on the strongest evidence. 

• Students will support their claims with reasons, details, and quotes from the novel. 

• Students will revise their work by incorporating helpful feedback from partners. 

• Students will write an organized essay about To Kill a Mockingbird. 

• Students will use correct mechanics. 

https://www.engageny.org/resource/grade-8-ela-module-2a
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Review Argument Essay Vocabulary Words to Know 

Definitions on Quizlet:  https://quizlet.com/22325600/academic-vocabulary-for-argument-flash-cards/ 

argument  claim   reasons   evidence  ethos 

  

pathos   logos   concession  qualifier  bias 

   

denotation  connotation  loaded language credibility  tone 

  

  

Day 1 

https://quizlet.com/22325600/academic-vocabulary-for-argument-flash-cards/
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Fill out this chart with evidence from the essay above. 
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Exit Ticket 
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Atticus’s words and actions What do others say 
about Atticus 

Page 
Number 

What does this reveal 
about Atticus’s character? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Day 2 
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Atticus’s words and actions What do others say 
about Atticus 

Page 
Number 

What does this reveal 
about Atticus’s character? 
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Planning for Your Essay 
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Read the directions on the next page and then see the quote sandwich handout for this activity and peer 

editing information.  The example on the next page is just a sample of the activity. 

 

 

 

Day 3 
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write essay and do teacher conferencing Day 4-6 


